You know your paper needs an introduction and a conclusion, but what about all the stuff that comes in between? In order to write a successful essay, you need effective paragraphs in the body of your essay. Effective paragraphs organize your argument and provide evidence for your claims. The basic parts of a paragraph include a topic sentence, a concluding sentence, and evidence/discussion.
Writing Topic Sentences & Concluding Sentences:
 A good topic sentence anchors the paragraph within your argument. The topic sentence introduces the idea you will discuss in the following paragraph and usually illustrates the paragraph's relationship to your thesis statement (your overall argument). It serves as both a transition from the previous paragraph and as summary of the following paragraph.
o Poor Topic Sentence: There is another reason people should become vegetarians.
o Better Topic Sentence: Not only does vegetarianism have a positive impact on individual health, but it also benefits the environment by reducing water consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.  The better topic sentence above simultaneously transitions between the previous paragraph, which the reader can assume is about the health benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle, and introduces the content of the paragraph to come (the environmental benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle).  A concluding sentence is like a topic sentence: both summarize the claim explored in the paragraph. Just like the conclusion of a paper restates the thesis or main idea, the concluding sentence restates the claim you have made in the paragraph.
o Poor Concluding Sentence: Vegetarianism is good for the environment. o Better Concluding Sentence: Overwhelmingly, scientific evidence suggests that vegetarianism positively impacts the environment by reducing harmful gas emissions and water waste.  The better concluding sentence above summarizes the specific claim(s) made in the paragraph, reminding the reader of the paragraph's relationship to the essay as a whole.
Offering Evidence for Your Claims:
 Not only must you make claims, you must support them with evidence. Evidence comes in many forms: for an argumentative paper, you may use statistics or statements from experts to support your claims, while for a literary analysis, you might use textual evidence (quotations). The type of evidence you use depends on the type of essay you are writing and the nature of your argument. However, keep the following rule in mind: incorporate relevant evidence and explain how it supports your claim.
For more help, visit a writing tutor. All appointments are available in-person at the Student Success Center, located in the Library, or online.
o The two sample paragraphs below come from different kinds of writing assignments, but both follow the same principles. Both authors offer evidence and clearly relate the evidence to their claims. It is not enough merely to make a claim or simply to offer evidence: you must explain your evidence for it to be effective.
